
Brainstorming

The best way to get a good idea is to get a 
lot of ideas.

-Linus Pauling



Individual Brainstorming

Å Come up with ways for students to 

stay awake in boring lectures 



Traditional Brainstorming

ÅGroup leader/facilitator

ïDirects session

ïRecords ideas

ïMakes no contributions

Å5-15 people with variety of backgrounds

Å10 min problem orientation; 20-25 min 
ideas (last 10 min. ideas are stagnating)

ÅNo hierarchically structured groups 



Idea Trigger Session

ÅIdea Purge Phase

ïfor 2 min, write down in rapid succession 
as many ideas as possible in point form 
(column 1)

ïtake 2 min break

ïcontinue for 30 more seconds



Idea Trigger Session

ÅIdea Trigger Phase

ïgo around circle, reciting entries from 
column 1 (donôt repeat ones already 
mentioned); add any new ideas you think 
of in column 2

ïgo around circle again reading from 
column 2; add new ideas in column 3


